
 

 

 
 
 

Minutes of Board Meeting 
North Dakota Board of Optometry 

Bismarck Ramada Inn 
October 22, 2016 

 
 
 
Members Present: Renae Sisk, Sandi Frenzel Drs. Taya Patzman, Jeff Yunker, Tamara 
Mathison, Brian Beattie and Legal Council John Tyler,  
 
Absent:  Dr. Martinson-Redekopp and Executive Director Dr.King  
 
The meeting was called to order at 11:05 am, c.d.t. by President Yunker. 
 
Dr. Mathison moved to approve the agenda.  Dr.Patzman seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously by voice vote.   
 
Dr. Beattie moved to approve the minutes of the April 23, 2016 meeting.  Dr. Mathison 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously by role call vote.   
 
Dr. Yunker gave the treasurers report.  The account balance is $145,661.50.  There is about 
$2000 more than this time last year. The bank statements are reviewed each month by 
executive director King and then forwarded to Dr. Yunker for his review as well.  
 
Dr. Patzman moved to allow Dr King to pay expenses of under $750 without board approval.  
Ms Frenzel seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously by role call vote. 
 
Four board members attended ARBO conference in Boston in June.   
Dr. Yunker reported that pass rate for the National Board is declining. 
    
There was discussion of forming a Judicial review/consumer complaint committee and how it 
would affect open meeting law and confidentiality when reviewing rules violations. Complaints 
will continue to be investigated by a single Board member, the Executive director and the Board 
attorney. 
  
There was also discussion on background checks for new licensees.  Currently we do not 
require fingerprints which some states are using to enable an FBI background check. Ms. 
Frenzel moved to have Mr. Tyler research the advantages and disadvantages of using finger 
print based background checks for new applicants and if the Board can charge the applicant for 
the additional cost.  Dr.Beattie seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously by role 
call vote.    
 
There was discussion on the fact that text messages were being sent to ARBO voting delegates 
by AOA representatives to influence the vote for “AOA” friendly candidates. This was an anti-
trust violation by the AOA. 
Dr. Mathison moved that the board forward a public comment to the ND Board of Medicine to 
add a tele-optometry clause to administrative rules to address the issue of remote refraction 
without a health examination. Dr. Beattie seconded the motion. The language of this request will 



 

 

be determined with the advice of our legal council.  The motion passed unanimously by role call 
vote. 
  
Dr. Patznan moved that the current draft of an update to the Minimum Examination 
Requirements for an optometric eye examination in ND be forwarded to the AOA for 
enhancement, and a subcommittee consisting of Drs. Patzman, Dr.Yunker, Executive Director 
King, and legal council John Tyler finalize the language for an administrative rule change.  In 
addition, language for Tele-optometry and PDMP  administrative rule changes will then be voted 
on by the full board. Dr. Beattie seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously by 
role call vote. 
 
A meeting of the subcommittee is set for December 9th at 10:00 am.      
 
A phone conference for the entire Board is scheduled for January 18, 2017 at 1:00pm CST to 
finalize the administrative rules written by the subcommittee formed at this meeting.     
 
The board is now performing a 100% audit on all North Dakota optometrists on their continuing 
education hours.  Notices are sent to those doctors that are behind on hours at the end of year 
2 and again during the final year of a three-year cycle. 
 
There was discussion on the possibility of increasing both the total education hours to 60 in 3 
years instead of the current 50 hours and also allowing the number of online hours that could be 
used to fulfill the requirements to 24 up from the current 12 hours.    
 
President Yunker has been monitoring Dr. Matt Sanders for about 6 years for multiple 
complaints.  He was required by the board to under go inpatient treatment for addiction. He has 
not undergone treatment. Dr. Yunker asked Dr. Sanders to voluntarily forfeit his ND optometry 
license. He has not.   
He was recently investigated by the ND Insurance Commissioner and was found to be 
fraudulently billing vision insurance for multiple individuals without doing an examination. They 
have not yet pursued prosecution.  
 
The board determined that Dr. Matt Sanders has violated rule 43-13-22. which states:  
The sections under this rule that he has violated are 1, 5 and 6. 
Under 56-02-06-04  Dr. Sanders has violated these: 2. 3. 5. 6. 7. 9. 10. 13. 15. 16. 17. 29.   
 
Dr. Patzman moved that the board revoke Dr Sander’s license to practice optometry in the state 
of North Dakota based on violations of 43-13-22 1, 5 and 6 as well as 56-02-06-04 
2,3,5,6,7,9,10,13,15,16,17,29 if Dr. Sanders refuses to voluntarily surrender his license.  Ms. 
Sisk seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously by role call vote. Legal council Tyler 
will contact Dr. Sander’s attorney about this action to offer an agreement for voluntary 
revocation or will proceed with a public administrative hearing to revoke his license.    
 
Dr. Beattie moved that the board dismiss the complaint from Terry Ratliff.  Dr. Mathison 
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously by role call vote. 
 
A complaint was received from Dr. Jessica Ahmann regarding the sale of tinted contact lenses 
at Spencer Gifts of Minot.  Dr. Beattie moved that Ex Dir King call the store manager asking if 
they are selling these contacts and if so, inform them that this is a violation of state law and they 
should cease and desist immediately.  If they do not abide by the law they will be contacted by 



 

 

the Attorney’s General office.  Dr. Mathison seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously by role call vote.  
    
Dr. Beattie moved that the current slate of officers be nominated to continue in their respective 
offices.  Dr. Patzman seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously by role call 
vote. Dr. Yunker will remain President, Dr. Mathison will remain Vice-President and Dr. Beattie 
will remain Secretary. 
 
The date of the next meeting will be established at a later date. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:25 pm, c.d.t. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Alan King, O.D. 
Executive Director 
   
  
   


